
History of Dodson Branch Free Will Christian Baptist Church 
 

The History Prior to 1900 
 
 As with the great majority of churches in our area, it is rather difficult to find documentation of the 
history of the church we today call Dodson Branch Free Will Baptist Church.  Minutes have gone missing 
and all too often, those who held this historical knowledge in memory are now passed on from this life.  
Thus, we resort to the piecing together of history from bits of information taken from various sources.  
The following will be such a presentation of a forgotten history.  The attempt is to be as accurate as 
possible, but the work, in all likelihood, will contain at least some errors. 
 
 One “bit” of information we have comes from a writer we assume to have been the clerk.  We do 
not know the date of the writing, though it was after 1886.  We know this because it was only after this 
date that the church added the words Free Will into the name.  This writer said: 
 

“… the Stone Association of Freewill Christian Baptist Church of Christ at Dotson Branch 
Jackson County Tenn Organized Oct 16, 1868 by Elder John Kinniard  J J Mabery Clerk  
Jessey Allen Deacon  Sidney Hix Deacon.” 

 
 By this statement, we learn that the church was organized in 1868.  Though the statement was 
written at least 18 years after that organization, we assume this particular clerk would have known or had 
access to this information.  As a matter of fact, these words seem to have been copied from a minutes for 
the Stone Association.  This old minutes book is now lost to the association. 
 
 Since the church was organized in 1868, one wonders where the Christians in this community met 
previous to that date.  Certain questions arise.  Is it possible that the people involved with Dodson Branch 
Church at the beginning had only recently been converted and, therefore, had no connections to another 
church?  Could Dodson Branch Church have been a continuation of an older church meeting in this 
community? 
 
 As to the first question, we could say that it is very possible that Dodson Branch Church could 
have been formed as a church for new converts.  The mid-1800s were years of revivals, and often, a new 
church would be built in a community that had experienced a great revival.  Even into the 1900’s, 
churches in the Stone Association were formed as a result of such revival meetings.  Since we do not 
know for sure how Dodson Branch came to be organized in 1868, we must hold open this possibility. 
 
 However, there is another possibility that seems to be even more likely.  That is, Dodson Branch 
Church could be a branch off of a much older church that already met in this community.  That older 
church is Spring Creek Baptist, which had been meeting since the very early 1800s.  
 
 In order to understand the possible connections, we need to know a little bit of the history of the 
Stone Association, to which Dodson Branch Church belongs.  Basically, that the Stone Association was 
formed in 1865 out of churches that had been part of the Caney Fork Association, which had been part of 
the Stockton Valley Association.  Spring Creek Baptist had also been in the Stockton Valley and Caney 
Fork Associations, so we had in this community an older church with connections to the same body of 
people Dodson Branch would join in 1868. 
 
 Another piece of evidence pointing toward Dodson Branch Church being a split off of or a 
continuation of Spring Creek Baptist Church is something that happened in the history of Spring Creek 



Baptist Church itself.  According to the minutes of Spring Creek Baptist, in 1841, the church split.  From 
that time until 1868, it operated as two Spring Creek Baptist churches.  One sent delegates to the Stockton 
Valley Association of United Baptists and the other to the Caney Fork Association of Old Baptists.  The 
church had split over doctrine. 
 
 In 1841, the Spring Creek faction that would later become part of the Caney Fork Association of 
Old Baptists felt they could no longer be called United Baptists and fellowship with the rest of the Spring 
Creek United Baptist church because the church had chosen to remain a part of the Stockton Valley 
Association, which had become involved in missions.  This missions issue is little debated among 
Christians today, but at that time, many Baptists in this area were just defining what they believed about 
certain doctrinal issues.  In this process, the United Baptists, along with part of Spring Creek United 
Baptist, had become or remained a pro-missions body.  Others at Spring Creek Baptist, holding a very 
hard-shell Calvinist line, held that they would associate themselves with no group supporting this type of 
missions work.  It might be noted here that all these Baptists, at this time, were mostly Calvinist in 
doctrine, with some being more, one might say, hyper-Calvinist than others. 
 
 At that time, Baptists in this area who were anti-missions were called Old Baptists.  Therefore, 
because of doctrine, this anti-missions faction of Spring Creek Baptists split from the United Baptists and 
joined the Caney Fork Association of Old Baptists.  These Old Baptists took the doctrine of predestination 
further than other Baptists.  The doctrine of Predestination is basically that fallen, sinful man is unable to 
recover himself and believe in Christ unless God makes him able and that God only enables those He has 
chosen and known from all eternity with others being left in their sins to perish.  Most Baptists of the day 
did not make this to mean that Christians should not support missions, believing that God had chosen the 
elect but that the church must evangelize everyone because men do not know which person is or is not 
elect.  It seems that the Old Baptists took a more fatalist approach, believing that since God chose them, 
they would be saved without mission work.  As a more moderate United Baptist might say, they 
disconnected salvation from the means God uses to bring it about. 
 
 The Spring Creek United Baptist Church remained attached to the Stockton Valley Association for 
another half century or more, but the Spring Creek Old Baptist Church, from their minutes, seemed to 
meet from house to house until 1868, the year Dodson Branch Church was organized.  They had, as their 
pastor for many years and when they stopped meeting in 1868, a man named Joel Henley.  In the 1871 
minutes of the Stone Association, the association Dodson Branch had joined three years earlier, we find 
that Joel Henley was an ordained minister of the Stone.   
 
 It is likely that Dodson Branch Church was organized in 1868 among those who had been part of 
this Spring Creek Old Baptist group.  Again, that possibility is drawn from the following: that the Stone 
Association was formed from the Caney Fork Association of Old Baptists in 1865, that Dodson Branch 
Church became a member of the Stone in 1868, that Spring Creek Old Baptist had been part of the Caney 
Fork Association until disappearing in 1868, and that Joel Henley had been pastor of Spring Creek Old 
Baptist and then appeared as an ordained minister in the new Stone Association joined by Dodson Branch.  
One further point of evidence is that some of today’s older members at Dodson Branch remember sayings 
connected to Dodson Branch coming from Spring Creek Baptist. 
 
 There is one thing that would prevent, this writer at least, from stating this as a certain fact.  This 
is that Joel Henley did not organize Dodson Branch Church and bring it into the Stone Association.  If 
Dodson Branch was indeed a continuation of Spring Creek Old Baptist under a different name, one would 
assume that Joel Henley, the pastor of Spring Creek Old Baptist, would have been the organizer.  This 
would be especially expected considering that Henley did himself join the Stone Association.  Despite 



this objection, it is very likely that Dodson Branch Church is a Continuation of Spring Creek Old Baptist, 
which split off Spring Creek United Baptist in 1841. 
 
 At this point, the reader may have realized that Dodson Branch Church and Stone Association is 
far from holding belief in Calvinist Doctrine, though they both came from Calvinist groups.  This may 
bring up questions like, “How did the Dodson Branch Free Will Baptist Church of today, which is 
basically opposite in doctrine from Calvinists originate from a Calvinist group of believers?”  The answer 
to that, as most things in history is quite complicated. 
 
 To really understand the doctrinal shift, one must go north to Kentucky and East to North 
Carolina.  In the late 1700s in North Carolina, a preacher by the name of Shubal Stearns started a church 
which grew quite large and developed around it an association of churches.  During a time of distress, 
members of these churches moved westward into the mountains of East Tennessee.  It is there that the 
Holston Association churches were located.  Sometime at the turn of the century, the Holston Association 
dismissed a certain number to come to south-central Kentucky and northern middle Tennessee.  Here, 
they formed the Green River Association, which grew so large it divided and the southern division 
became the Stockton Valley Association.  From that point on, the history has already been discussed 
above. 
 
 The point is that these Baptists were, for the most part, United Baptists.  Stearns’ group had been 
identified as Separate Baptists but they reunited and called themselves United Baptists.  These Baptists 
were Calvinist in doctrine, but upon arriving in Middle Tennessee and Southern Kentucky, they would be 
met with new ideas coming from the two men by the name of Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone. 
 
 It was a time of revival, and revival broke out in Kentucky.  Many say the spark for revival was 
when Stone, a Presbyterian minister offered communion at an informal, outdoor meeting.  Revival spread, 
and, with it, came new ideas from Campbell and Stone.  It was called the “New Light” by some and had a 
noble goal of reforming the churches.  They wanted to get back to the Bible as their only rule of faith and 
practice.  They wanted to rid themselves of the “doctrines of men.”   
 
 As Campbell and Stone progressed, sometimes apart and sometimes working together, they began 
to introduce more Arminian ideas into the churches they contacted.  For the purpose of this history, there 
is not room to discuss the development of Calvinist and Arminian doctrine, but one point of Arminian 
doctrine that differed from the aforementioned Calvinist doctrine of predestination was that Arminians 
believed that Jesus Christ died to make it possible for all men to go to heaven who would choose to 
believe.  Therefore, it was not God’s choosing men, but you might even say it was men’s choosing God.   
 
 This Arminian influence of Campbell and Stone began to influence the United Baptists of Middle 
Tennessee.  That influence bore greatly upon a man named Corder Stone.  He had been a member of a 
Stockton Valley United Baptist Association church called Roaring River in the early 1800s.  A few years 
later, he was mentioned by Barton Stone as being part of the Barton Stone movement.  Corder Stone had 
apparently left the United Baptists as there was much turmoil over the Campbell and Stone doctrines.  
United Baptists usually took the route of dismissing members who had become involved with this “New 
Light” movement.   
 
 Meanwhile, the Caney Fork Association of Old Baptists had formed from Stockton’s Valley.  
Whether Corder Stone had left the Barton Stone movement at this point and joined the Old Baptists or 
influenced the Old Baptists from outside, it was Corder Stone and his son, Thomas, who pulled several of 
the churches away from the Caney Fork.  These churches would eventually form the Stone Association.  



It was Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone who influenced Corder Stone who influenced the Calvinist 
Old Baptists to form the new Stone Association. 
 

This association would be neither Old Baptist nor United Baptist but Christian Baptist.  It is 
important here to note that Alexander Campbell had a publication called the Christian Baptist and that the 
name, Christian Baptist, would have perfectly represented Corder Stone’s halfway compromise between 
the Christian Church movement of Barton Stone and these Old Baptists.  Of course the Alexander 
Campbell and Barton Stone movement resulted in the local Churches of Christ and the Christian Church, 
as well as our Christian Baptists.  We have common roots. 

 
The halfway compromise mentioned earlier is that Corder and Thomas Stone did not go the exact 

same route as followers of Campbell and Barton Stone.  The new Christian Baptist would have church 
government and baptism doctrines similar to Baptists, mainly having pastor and deacons and not 
believing that baptism itself saves.  The Christian Baptists would, however, retain the Arminian doctrines 
of Campbell and Barton Stone.  They would no longer believe in individual predestination but hold the 
belief that any man who would but choose faith in Christ could be saved.  They also began to believe that 
a saved person could possibly be lost by either leaving the faith or committing sin.   

 
It was in this way that they arrived at the mix of doctrines that are today taught in Stone 

Association churches and, in particular, Dodson Branch.  The man for whom Stone Association is named, 
Corder Stone, and his son, Thomas Stone, were the key promoters of Campbell and Barton Stone’s “New 
Light” Arminian doctrine among the Calvinist Old Baptists.  Corder and Thomas Stone, as well as 
Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone, were instrumental in creating the atmosphere and the movements 
that gave rise to the doctrinal shift that occurred, allowing Dodson Branch Church to hold the doctrines 
held today. 

 
Now, having the background for the origin and doctrine of Dodson Branch Church, it is time to 

get back to its organization in 1868.  Today the church is called, by most, Dodson Branch Free Will 
Baptist Church.  The actual name of the church is Dodson Branch Free Will Christian Baptist Church, but 
the name in 1868 was simply Dodson Branch Christian Baptist Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesse Allen 

 



This Dodson Branch Church, as mentioned before was organized by a preacher named John L. 
Kinniard.  Back then preachers were called Elders.  Kinniard, a resident of White County, was only 21 
years old at the time, and it seemed to be the trend that many Stone Association preachers were quite 
young.  As we will see later, two of Dodson Branch’s pastors were teenagers when they held that position. 

 
Jesse Maberry, the first clerk of the church was also 21 and was John L. Kinnaird’s brother-in-law.  

Jesse was the great grandfather of current deacon, Jerry Maberry.  Jesse Allen who was one of the 
church’s first deacons at the age of 44, later became its pastor.  Sidney Hix was also one of the two 
original deacons and was also 21-years-old.  The elder who organized the church, one of the first two 
deacons and the first clerk were all 21 year olds. 

 
 The first church building, a log building, was built upon the land of a 38-year-old man named 
Thomas Paris Sims who has originally received that land from his wife, Emeline’s, family.  They were 
Andersons.  Thomas Paris Sims was the grandson of Matthew Sims who had been a preacher and early 
member of Spring Creek Baptist Church.  Matthew Sims had previously organized a church in southern 
Kentucky and had laid out the town of Tazewell, Tennessee.  The Sims family was one of some wealth.  
Thomas Sims had a descendant who was mayor of Shelbyville.  Better known was his first cousin, 
Philander Sims, who was a doctor and became mayor of Chattanooga.  Thomas Sims was also a doctor, 
reportedly an early surgeon, and was a business owner.   
  
 After organizing in 1868, little is known of the history of Dodson Branch Christian Baptist Church 
until 1871.  During that year, according to the oldest Stone Association minutes available, John L. 
Kinnaird was pastor.  He may have been the pastor since 1868, but that is unlikely since the Stone 
Association had, at that time, the practice of assigning pastors to the churches.  Usually it was a different 
pastor every year. 
 
 Here is a good place to mention that members of the present day would have recognized very little 
about Dodson Branch Christian Baptist Church, especially different would be the pastor who only came 
once a month to preach.  The pastor also would have served up to three other churches.  During that time, 
it was common for churches to meet first on Saturday for a business meeting and preaching.  On Sundays, 
they would meet for the morning service, have a meal, and then come back immediately for the afternoon 
service.  This allowed the pastor to get on his way earlier and the people to get back to do the necessary 
farm chores before dark.  Often church buildings would be used for multiple gatherings.  Other 
denominations would use the building on the other Sundays.  Later the church building would also be 
used as a county school. 
 
 In 1871, Dodson Branch had 37 members and gave 75 cents to the Stone Association.  The annual 
association meeting was held at the church that year.  John Kinniard and Jesse Maberry were delegates.  
One new person had joined the church and one had been restored.  In the person restored, we see another 
common practice of the day was church discipline.  Members who were involved in sin and even 
members who failed to attend the services were excluded.  In old minutes one often finds that one month a 
committee is sent to check on so and so who had missed the meeting.  After another few meetings go by, 
the person is excluded for not attending.  The good result is that it was often common for these excluded 
people to be restored. 
 
 By 1872, deacon Jesse Allen had become the pastor.  Also that year, Mansfield Howell, another 
man in his 20s, assisted Allen as pastor.  There were 46 members and a dollar was sent to the association. 
 
 No information is available for 1873, but in 1874, Nathan Judd, at 65-years-old, was the pastor.  
He resided south of Cookeville, Tennessee, at the time and had been ordained in 1847 in Shelbyville, 



Tennessee.  Judd, though a pastor in the Stone Association, was always recognized as a Methodist 
minister.  It was likely Judd’s influence that led the association to the practice of assigning pastors to the 
churches, as this is a Methodist practice.  That year, the church had 48 members and sent 80 cents to the 
association.   
 
 The minutes are unavailable for the next several years, but we know there were some things going 
on in the church.  In 1875, Otto Sims, the son of Thomas Sims who owned the church property, married 
the daughter of Jesse Allen, the former pastor.  It was also about this time that the Sims family, along with 
many of the Andersons moved west to Gainesville, Arkansas.  They made their trip in the winter because 
the roads would be frozen and the wagons would not get stuck.  It was there on April 2, 1898, that 
Thomas Sims died.  In Arkansas, the Sims family attended Gainesville Church of Christ.  Other family 
members started the Mammoth Church of Christ. 
 
 Before leaving Tennessee or on a return trip for the purpose, Sims sold the church property to 
Whitson Smith in September of 1878.  It would remain in his hands for the next 25 years. 
 
 The next minutes states that Jesse Allen was again the pastor in 1879, but provides no more 
information because Dodson Branch sent no delegates and no report.  Allen was again pastor in 1881, the 
year Dodson Branch sent delegates to more than one association.  That year, they also sent delegates the 
New Union Association of Christian Baptists.  This association met at the New Union church in DeKalb 
County.  The church gave 85 cents, met on the first Sunday of each month and made no other report.  In 
1883, the identity of the pastor is unavailable but Dodson Branch had 98 members and gave $1 to the 
Stone Association.  The Post Office was noted as Quigs in Putnam County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas J. Clouse 
 
 From here until 1889, no minutes are available but the names of the preachers were recorded in a 
Dodson Branch Minute Book.  In 1884, the pastor was Thomas J. Clouse.  He was born January 1, 1837 
and died November 11, 1895.  According to an article in a 1976 Dispatch, he was ordained in 1861 by 
Elders H. B Johnson, William Martin and Thomas Stone at the “old Board Valley Church house.”  One of 
his descendants, Wynne Clouse, was a congressman.  The article also indicates that Clouse was a 
merchant, owning stores in Board Valley, Dry Valley, Monterey, Sparta, and Pleasant Valley.  He died 
after preaching a meeting at Lone Oak, south of Cookeville. 
 
 In 1885 and 1886, the pastors were Jesse Allen and John L. Kinniard, respectively.  It was the year 
1886 when the Stone Association of Christian Baptists became the Stone Association of Free Will 



Christian Baptists.  That change also was reflected in the churches, which were now Free Will Christian 
Baptist churches.  The Cumberland Association of Free Will Baptists had sent delegates to the Stone 
Association that year.  Upon comparing statements of faith and finding them compatible with one another, 
the Stone Association agreed to add Free Will to its name and the Cumberland Association agreed to add 
Christian to its name.  It was somewhere around that time that the seventh article of faith was added, 
stating, “We believe, according to the Scriptures – Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, 6th chapter, 1st to 7th 
verses – that after a man has been made partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is 
impossible ever to renew him again unto repentance, or restore him again unto the favor of God.”  Most 
of the churches in the Stone Association likely believed this doctrine already, as a similar belief probably 
came from Corder Stone and the Arminian influence of Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone. 
 

The year 1887 brought John Fuqua a pastor.  He had assisted Jesse Allen in 1881.  He was born 
about 1844 and lived in Putnam County, Tennessee.  He was followed in 1888 and 1889 by John L. 
Kinniard, and then in 1890 by Franklin M. Flatt.  It is interesting that Flatt had two brothers and a sister 
who married two daughters and a son of John Fuqua.  Close connections within the churches were the 
norm at that time and still are to this day.  Franklin Flatt was born to John Madison and Mary Elizabeth 
(Fox) Flatt on December 13, 1873, making him just 16 when he took on the job as pastor of the church in 
October of 1890.  He was also the pastor in 1893.  He died September 5, 1948 and is buried in Algood 
Cemetery.  In 1889, the minutes report that the church had 81 members, gave 75 cents to the Stone 
Association and was close to the Post Office of Quiz in Putnam County, Tennessee. 
 
 James Paris Burroughs was pastor in 1891 and 1892.  He was born November 5, 1874 to Nathan 
and Rachel (Grimsley) Burroughs.  This family was originally from Jackson County and other cousins 
spelled the name Burris.  Paris Burroughs lived in the Rickman area of Overton County.  Though it is 
unknown if he was named after Thomas Paris Sims, his mothers family did have connections to the Sims.  
His wife was a cousin to a later pastor, Burl Haney.  J. P. Burroughs was the second teenage pastor, also 
being 16 when he was assigned to the church. 
 

 
Samuel Stewart 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burl Haney 
 

 John L. Kinniard served the next three years, 1894 to 1896.  He was followed by Sam P. Stewart.  
Stewart was born January 18, 1857, the son of Jesse Stewart.  He lived in the Double Springs area of 
Putnam County and died June 3, 1910.  He is buried in Stewart Cemetery.  Following him was Burl 
Haney who began in 1898 and stayed until 1901, bringing in the new century.  Burl was born about 1859 
and died about 1910.  He is the grandfather of Lula (Haney) Young. 
 



The Post-1900 Era 

The Second Church Building 
 
 
 Changes came quickly for the Dodson Branch Free Will Christian Baptist Church of Christ.  
Somewhere around the turn of the century, a new white church building with a bell tower replaced the old 
log building that had served for nearly 40 years.  Brother Lonnie Maberry remembers seeing the old log 
building standing, though they did not use it in his time.  Sister Imogene Dillon also remembers her 
mother, Sister Emma Mayberry, referring to the old log church building. 
 
 In February of 1903 Whitson Smith sold the church property to the school directors of the ninth 
district.  It was not uncommon during that time for churches and schools to meet together.  The deed 
mentions the cemetery and is said to comprise the property where the “Dodson Branch house now 
stands.”  The land was given by Smith and his wife for the “love and affection we have for the children of 
the 9th civil district of Jackson County.” 



 

 
Joseph Winfield Stone and his wife, Cytha.  Standing in the back is their son A. P. 

 
 Following Burl Haney as pastor was Joseph Winfield Stone.  He was born August 30, 1869, to 
Thomas and Minerva (McCaleb) Stone.  This was not the same Thomas Stone as Thomas, the son of 
Corder.  This Thomas Stone was the son of a William Stone.  Stone died on January 12, 1949.  He served 
the church as pastor at several different times.  This first period was from 1902 to 1906.  J.W. Stone’s 
brother Elihu Stone was also a preacher with the Stone Association.  He published a newsletter from 
Baxter, Tennessee, called the Free Will Baptist Messenger and apparently was in charge of a printing 
office the association had in that town.  A half brother to these two was Wiley B. Gentry who would later 
become pastor at Dodson Branch as well. 
 
 By 1905, the church had grown to 152 members.  Of Stone Association churches, only Caney 
Fork, Board Valley and Cane Creek had larger memberships.  The 1905 delegates were J. H. Swift and M. 
G. Ransom.  In 1906, there were 170 members.  
 
 From 1907 to1908, William Suttle Clouse was the pastor.  He was born January 11, 1861, and 
died December 9, 1943.  He was the nephew of Thomas J. Clouse, who was pastor back in 1884.  The 
family was originally from the Board Valley area and played a large role in the churches of this region.  J. 
W. Stone was back in 1909, followed by Gertis Dempsey McReynolds in 1910.  McReynolds was born to 
Sam and Rosalinda (Thomas) McReynolds on October 22, 1879.  He died in April of 1965.  He was later 
pastor of Algood United Methodist Church and had been a school teacher in his younger years. 
 
 In 1911, Wiley B. Gentry, the older half brother of J. W. Stone became pastor.  He was born 
January 30, 1863 and died October 26, 1940.  In 1912, the pastor was William E. Richardson of the 
Baxter area.  He was born about 1857.  Lon Wilson became pastor in 1913.  His full name was Robert 
Alonzo Wilson, and he was born in July 1853 in Illinois.  He lived in Missouri in 1900, and married Lena 



P. Griffith, his second wife, in Jackson County, Tennessee, in 1907.  After being pastor of Dodson 
Branch, he moved to Parker County, Texas, and then to Sevier County, Arkansas, where he died on 
January 6, 1919.  His great granddaughter had heard that he was a circuit riding Methodist preacher.  By 
1913, Dodson Branch had 216 members. 
 

                                                 
 

Robert Alonzo Wilson 
 
 

 
Lee Ander Allen and Family. 

 
 The next preacher, Lee Ander Allen was also born in Illinois, but he was connected to the local 
Allens.  He was born about 1857 and died November 5, 1930.  He was the nephew of Jesse Allen.  Lee 



Ander Allen lived near the church and, at one point, had a still that is mentioned in some of the deeds.  He 
served time in prison in 1880, but he was saved and answered the call to preach about five years later.  He 
helped found Allen’s Chapel Church in Overton County in 1908 and was pastor at Dodson Branch in 
1914. 
  
 The next two years saw the return of William Suttle Clouse, followed by J. W. Stone in 1917.  The 
next few years would prove to be pretty tumultuous for both the church and the Stone Association.  The 
church had 280 members in 1917, but on Saturday morning, October 18, 1918, a resolution was brought 
to the Stone Association annual meeting, held that year at the Caney Fork Church.  The resolution was 
brought by Sam Edwards, a messenger from the New Salem Association of Regular Baptists, and it was 
concerning a cooperative union between the two groups.  A committee was appointed to meet at the 
Baptist church in Cookeville with a committee of Regular Baptists.  The Articles of Faith of the Free Will 
Baptists would be compared with the New Hampshire Articles of Faith of the Regular Baptists.  The 
committee was given the power to accept the articles of faith and appoint a representative for the Stone 
Association at the State Baptist Convention, which was to be held in Shelbyville, Tennessee. 
 
 This committee met on November 2, 1918, and decided unanimously that a union between the 
Stone Association and the Regular Baptists was “altogether in favor of the best interests of the church and 
people and the advancement of the Kingdom of our blessed Lord.”  In the actual resolution, two things 
were mentioned that promoted this union.  The first point was that the Stone Association, had broke off of 
the Caney Fork Association, which had been, in its past, a Baptist group.  The second point was the 
movement in the north of Free Will Baptists uniting with the Regular Baptists.  It was also noted that 
there were only slight differences between the Free Will Baptist Articles of Faith and the New Hampshire 
Confession of Faith.   
 
 Several different things were in the resolution. First, the Stone would adopt the New Hampshire 
Confession of Faith.  Second, they would adopt “the simple name of Baptists, without prefix or suffix.”  
Third, pastors would be ordained and called by the individual churches, not the association.  Fourth, 
messengers were elected to represent the stone in the Tennessee Baptist Convention and the Southern 
Baptist Convention.  Fifth, a pledge was made that the entire membership enter into this cooperation with 
the Regular Baptists.   
 
 In 1919, the minutes read “The Western Division of the Stone Association of Baptists.”  
Everything seemed normal that year, but it was the last year the old Stone Association churches would 
meet together.  J. W. Stone, the moderator of the Stone Association, was pastor at Dodson Branch in 1918 
and was followed by his half brother, Wiley B. Gentry in 1919.  J. W. Stone had been instrumental in the 
push to join with the Regular Baptists.  His half brother Wiley B. Gentry would oppose the move.  In 
1919, there were 290 members at Dodson Branch.  Rollen Hardy was ordained a deacon in 1920. 
 

The membership stayed the same for 1920, but it was the last year that Dodson Branch would be 
united as one body.  Records of the clerk state that the Dodson Branch Free Will Baptist was organized 
separately in 1919, but, if that date is accurate, both churches seemed to represent as one in the Stone 
Association Minutes that year.  In 1921, however, Dodson Branch Baptist reported 196 members to the 
Stone Association of Baptists.  Their pastor was W. N. Selby.  There are no records on membership 
available that year for Dodson Branch Free Will Christian Baptist Church, but it would seem that about 
100 people remained with this group.  They reported to the Stone Association of Free Will Christian 
Baptists.  They kept Wiley B. Gentry as pastor.   
 



 From that point until the mid 50s, the two churches would meet in the same building.  Though this 
might sound like an odd arrangement, when it began, the church was likely still meeting only once a 
month for preaching anyway.   
 

 
Dawson Burris Hammons 

 
 Dawson Burris Hammons served as the pastor from 1922 until 1928.  He was born January 31, 
1889 and died September 14, 1956.  He lived in Overton County.  The church had 141 members in 1923, 
159 in 1924, and had grown to 179 members in 1925.  James Alex Hawkins was pastor in 1929.  He was 
born July 20, 1870 and died August 15, 1936.  His brother, John V. Hawkins was a preacher, and 
apparently was part of the Dodson Branch Baptist Church.   
 

Dawson Hammons returned as pastor in 1930 and served until 1933.  The church and school 
stopped using the same building approximately 1930.  An article in the 1930 Jackson County Sentinel 
read, “The Dodson’s Branch School building is a new one built with the Rural Building Fund.  The new 
building was located on different grounds from the old one.  The county board still held the title to the old 
building and grounds.”  The “old building and grounds” was where the church was meeting.  It had been 
given to the school in 1903 by Whitson Smith.   

 
Smith, who owned hundreds of acres along what is now Old Dodson Branch Road sold some of 

his land to his daughter and son-in-law, Ben A. and Martha (Smith) Fox.  This land basically surrounded 
the church lot.  In 1910, Ben A. Fox sold the land to Venson Langford, who was born 1862 and died in 
1954.  Though the church wasn’t involved in the deal, the deed does mention the church and the old 
cemetery.  “…all but fifty feet square around the grave where Mrs. Smith and John B. Fox was buried in 
the meeting house field, this being excepted for a family burial ground for Ben A. Fox and Martha W. 
Fox, and the fifty foot to be so as to take in the mulberry tree.”   

 



From this information, we know that when the county got rid of the church property around 1930, 
Venson Langford owned the land that surrounded it.  Though there are no records available as to how 
Langford came into possession of the actual church building and property, he did possess it sometime 
before 1935.  It is likely that when the old building was abandoned, the county having no money in the 
building or the property, that it just went back to the original property from which it was taken.  At any 
rate, either by default or by purchase, Venson Langford ended up with the church and property. 

 

 
Ira and Mae Howell at left and Elijah Joshua and Hautie Hickey at right. 

 
Elijah Joshua hickey was the pastor from 1934 to 1938.  He was born February 2, 1880 and died 

July 23, 1963.  He is the grandson of Elijah Hickey, another Baptist preacher of earlier days.  He is the 
father of Leslie Hickey, a preacher who is presently with the Stone Association.  Elijah Hickey was from 
Putnam County, living South of Cookeville, and is buried in the Boiling Springs Cemetery.  During 
Hickey’s time as pastor, Venson Langford gave the property to the church.  For the first time since the 
founding in 1868, the church actually owned its building and lot.   

 
The deed, dated August 19, 1935, states that the property was given, “For and in consideration of 

the love and affection, which I have for the Dodson Branch Church of the Free Will Christian Baptist 
Church of Christ, Stone Association, and for the Dodson Branch Church of the Baptist Church of the 
Stone Association.”  The deed provides that the Free Will Baptist Church can use the property on the first 
and second Sundays of the month and the Baptist Church on the third, fourth and fifth Sundays of the 
month.   

 
Not only did the church finally own the land, but they also got a new building in 1935.  A note 

from a clerk in the past reads, “In the year 1935 he deeded the land for the new church house.  The new 
church house was built in the year, fall of, 1935 and spring of 1936 with Brother V. M. Langford as 
foreman and at his suggestion prayer was offered by Reverend Camel Bean and Brother William Hawkins 
before the first corner was laid, it being the north east corner.  Then after prayer, the corner was laid by 
Brother Riley Rector and Brother J. V. Hawkins.”  This church, as first built, was a white building with 
two doors in the front.   

 



Brother Alva Hall, a descendant of Thomas J. Clouse, was the pastor in 1939.  He was also the 
father of deacon Tom Hall.  Alva Hall was born September 8, 1910 and died May 6, 1989.   Three  
deacons, Mack Crabtree, Jay Burris and Monroe Webb took office in 1939.  Elijah Joshua Hickey 
returned in 1940 and was followed in 1941 by James Addison McCaleb.  McCaleb would stay until 1954.  
He was born March 21, 1890 to Joseph A. and Alice (Stone) McCaleb.  He died July 2, 1969 and is buried 
in West Cemetery   

J. A. McCaleb and wife, Margie 
 
The church went through more major changes during McCaleb’s time.  In 1953, again quoting 

from a clerk’s record, “The Missionary Baptists got dissatisfied and handed a resolution to sell their 
interest or buy the Free Will Baptist, and the Free Will Baptist bought the Missionary Baptist interest in 
the year 1953.”  Dodson Branch Baptist church left to build their own building on property donated by the 
Hawkins family and the Free Will Baptist Church stayed at its present location. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Third Church Building. 



In 1954, the church began a remodeling project, which added to the 1935 building a 42 by 20 foot 
section with a basement.  This section added three Sunday School Rooms.  Monroe Webb, Arlis Rector 
and others donated their labor to the project.  In 1955, Marvis Lee became pastor.  Little is currently 
known about Lee except that he graduated from Free Will Baptist Bible College in 1955.  Lee was 
followed in 1956 and 1957 by J. A. McCaleb, who ended up serving the church for 15 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arvil Lee and wife, Dene. 
 
 
 

Tommy Vaughn and Family 
 

Arvil Lee was pastor from 1958 to 1960.  He currently attends the church.  He was followed by 
Malcom Rodgers in 1961 to 1962.  Malcom was Arvil Lee’s brother-in-law.  Rodgers was born July 24, 
1910 and died December 9, 1979.  Next came Tommy Vaughn who stayed until 1965.  Vaughn was born 



October 15, 1914 and died April 4, 1981.  Deacons R. D. Grogan, Tom Hall, Joe Lee Webb, and Jim 
Young were ordained in 1965.  Arvil Lee returned in 1966 and stayed until 1968. 

 
It was during Arvil Lee’s first stay as pastor that a revival broke out.  Marilyn Dailey tells the 

story: “Brother Arvil came as our pastor in October 1958.  In the latter part of May (probably the last 
week) a revival broke out (1959).  Brother Malcom Rodgers, Sister Dene Lee’s brother, came and 
preached on Sunday night.  Some people got saved and the Spirit was so sweet and so real.  Brother Arvil 
asked how many would like to come back on Monday night.  Several agreed.  People were saved every 
night and it went on for at least two weeks.  I think about 60 some odd people were saved.  The lost 
people’s names were written on a poster in pencil, and when they got saved, they wrote their names in 
ink… People went to these services so excited, couldn’t hardly wait to get there and didn’t want to leave 
when the service was over.  They didn’t socialize but were rejoicing in what the Lord was doing among 
our people.  Sometimes the preacher didn’t get to preach because people were in the altar getting saved.” 

 

 
James Hammons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claudie Richardson 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daley McCowan and wife, Roberta. 
 

James Hammons served as pastor from 1969 to 1972.  He was born on March 11, 1938 and died 
May 19, 1978.  He was the grandson of Dawson Hammons.  Three deacons, Cecil Maberry, Birdle 
Mayberry and Clay Maxwell were ordained in 1972.  Daley McCowan was pastor from 1973 to 1977, and 
he was followed by Claudie Richardson from 1978 to 1979. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clayton Padgett 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J. T. Davis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fourth and Current Building standing beside the Third Building. 
 



In 1978, as Dodson Branch Free Will Baptist Church celebrated its 110th anniversary, Richardson 
stated that the church had outgrown its building.  Plans were made to enlarge the sanctuary and the 
Sunday School rooms.  The church building, which is the present building, was actually built in 1981.  J. 
T. Davis became pastor in 1980, and Clayton Padgett began as pastor in 1981 when the church was built.  
Padgett stayed through 1982.  Also, Jerry Maberry became a deacon in 1982. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Oliver McCowan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clayton Lee and wife, Becky. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Maberry, Ronnie Dunn and Jim Young. 
 
 

James Oliver McCowan was pastor from 1983 to 1988, Clayton Lee from 1989 to 2003, and 
Ronnie Dunn from 2004 to the present. 
 




